Remote Viewing

The digital practices studio class of fall 2020 declared the browser as the
space wherein art is created, viewed and discussed. Tuition, practice and
discourse through the browser occurred alongside the Covid-19 worldwide
pandemic but not because of it. In fact, the computational principles guiding
our work in the studio have been laid in the 1960s, the very same years when
conceptual art laid the cultural foundations that have recently enabled the
browser to become an artistic medium.

Indeed, cultural changes stemming from the so-called digital revolution have
been accelerated in the recent year. Art is now being manifested, exhibited
and taken apart in numerous new realms. The Whitney museum has
presented a new series of Internet art projects, other reputed institutions
opened virtual exhibitions in multi-participant platforms and the NFT-based
digital art market has attracted growing public interest (mostly due to the
exponential growth in sales cycles).

With that in mind, our event will attempt to offer partial answers to the
following questions: What landslide changes has the digital revolution
wrought on art in the main? What are the most-appropriate cultural and
discursive contexts of browser-based artworks? What part should coding and
other digital practices hold in artists’ studio routines? While these questions
are notoriously difficult, it is our hope that this event, and others following,
will integrate the concepts of digital art as part and parcel of the contexts,
discourses and aims of Shenkar’s multidisciplinary art school.
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